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President’s Message:  
 
"It's May,..It's May, the Lusty Month of May", (Camelot")!  Wait, how did we 
miss "April Showers?" I want April Showers!  (oh,..yeah,.. we live in a 
desert.)  Hmmm, oh well, we'll just deal straight away with May flowers 
then.  Doggone it!  I remember gardening.  Many, many years ago, before we 
moved to the desert, I had gardens.  I had daffodils, iris, geraniums, 57 rose 
bushes, raspberries, gooseberries, zucchini and rhubarb!! (To name just a few).  I 
was not a fan of petunias or snap dragons.   I weeded and plucked and pruned and 
trimmed, but I never mowed, (that was David-work!).   

Mind you, this was before I learned to quilt.  You get the picture.  Those first 
tentative attempts to put stitches to cloth were magical.  There was no going back 
and my garden began to look it.  Ooops, I guess it's all about priorities, and as we 
go through life our priorities often change.  Not a bad thing, it's often a really 
good thing! 

Sew,...this spring, fertilize your garden and prioritize your quilting.  Take time to 
smell the flowers even if they come from Trader Joe's instead of your back 
yard.  And most importantly, take time to enjoy your quilting.  Enjoy it, share it, 
celebrate our guild.  We're really lucky to have a local guild.  Let's do everything 
we can to keep it, thank you. 

The preceding was a message brought to you by the committee for the 
advancement of healthy quilting initiatives and perfect projects. No monetary 
reimbursement was received or requested. (However, some fabric may have been 
temporarily harmed.)   Keep on stitchin'!! 
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May 
C A L E N D A R 

Business Meeting:  
Wed. May 6, 2026 9:00 am  
Unity of Tucson 
 

General Meeting: 
Wed. May 13, 2026, 9:30 am 
Unity of Tucson 
 

June 
C A L E N D A R 

Business Meeting:  
Wed. June 3, 2026 9:00 am  
Unity of Tucson 
 

General Meeting: 
Wed. June 10, 2026, 9:30 am 
Unity of Tucson 
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 Lisa Ellis 
Lisa Ellis is a quilt artist, teacher, and lecturer 
whose work bridges tradition and innovation. 
Fascinated by the Cathedral Window block, she 
explores its interplay of fabric, light, and 
dimension through a contemporary lens. By 
working in a series, Lisa reimagines this motif 
with fresh color palettes, shifting scales, 
abstraction, and negative space demonstrating 
how a single form can become a framework for 
modern expression. She encourages quilters of 
all levels to use series work to spark ideas, refine 
skills, and build a cohesive artistic voice. 
Lisa’s professional journey began with advanced 
degrees in Math and Computer Science and a 
23-year career in engineering, project 
management, and executive leadership. Since 
retiring in 2003, she has dedicated herself to the 
arts and nonprofit service. 
As chair of Sacred Threads, Lisa directed its 
biennial exhibition of quilts on themes of 
spirituality, joy, healing, grief, and peace. 

Though the exhibit has moved from Washington, DC to Indianapolis, she continues to serve as 
treasurer and mentor to its new leadership team. 
Her leadership extends across the quilting community: she is a past President of Studio Art Quilt 
Associates (SAQA) and currently serves on the boards of the Quilt Alliance and the International Quilt 
Museum. She also curates Art in Hospitals, a growing initiative that places quilt exhibitions in 
healthcare settings, where art becomes a source of comfort, connection, and renewal. 
 
Class: 
Reimagine the classic Cathedral Window—no handwork required. 
In this workshop, participants will create a fully quilted Cathedral Window project, complete with 
batting and backing. We’ll begin by learning the foundational technique for this timeless block, then 
shift our attention to thoughtful design exploration: scale, repetition, negative space, finished size, and 
intentional scrappiness. 

 

MAY PROGRAM 
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Kate Colleran   
 

Kate Colleran is a fabric and quilt pattern designer, 
quilt teacher and author. She has taught at local quilt 
shops, for guilds and at national quilt shows, has 
online classes at Craftsy and Quilting Daily and been 
a guest on Love of Quilting and The Quilt Show. Her 
quilt patterns are inspired by traditional elements and 
put together with a modern twist. She is the designer 
of the popular Braid and Mini Braid Templates and 
co-author of the book, Smash Your Precut Stash. Her 
new book, Patchwork Braids, came out in January 
2025. She is a fabric designer for Island Batik and 
loves seeing her designs come to life on batik fabrics. 
Her goal is to help quilters make a quilt by finding 
the methods and techniques that work for them! 

 

Class Description: 

Moon Walk - Exploring the Drunkard's Path block 

 

Not sure about sewing curves? In this class you will learn how to cut and piece a Drunkard's Path block. 

 

Class will start with cutting the curved pieces using the Drunkard's Path Template set 1. Kate will demonstrate 3 different 
ways to piece the DP blocks including her favorite 1 pin method. You can find the method you like; you get to pick the 
one that is the best way for you to get a great curve every time!  

 

Then you can use that new curved piecing knowledge to make some drunkard's path blocks to create the Moon Walk table 
runner, a fun, modern table runner!  

 

Kate will also demonstrate how to cut pieces for different size blocks using her Drunkard's Path template so students can 
start planning their next curvy quilt! 

  

JUNE PROGRAM 

5 

This class will begin after the Guild 
meeting on Wednesday, June 10th! 
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Quilt – A - 
Thon 

 
Watch this space for 

more information  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

JULY PROGRAM JULY PROGRAM 

AUGUST PROGRAM 

RETREAT 
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May 13, 2026 
 
Lisa Ellis  -    Reimagine the classic Cathedral 
Window—no handwork required                          
 
June 10, 2026 
 
Kate Colleran   - 
Exploring the 
Drunkard's Path 
block 
 
 
 
 
July 8, 2026 
 
Quilt-a-Thon 
 
August 12, 2026 
 
Beat the Heat Retreat 
 
Be sure to check the website to register for classes and for class supply lists. 
 

Member Full Day Workshop $50 
Member ½ Day Workshop $25 
Member 2 Day Workshop $100 
Non-member Full Day Workshop $75 

  

Registration form for workshops 
You may need to log into the website. 
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https://tucsonquiltersguild.com/workshop-registration-form/


 

 
2026 President’s Challenge 
 
 The theme of the challenge is "My Favorite Color". 
 You may ONLY use your favorite color fabrics, from light/really light, through all the mediums & onto 

the darks.  
 Remember, ONLY  Your Favorite color. 
 There must also be one piece of green included as that is my favorite color.  It must be on the front and 

must be visible 
 Any technique is allowed.  You may piece, applique, embroider, and embellish, etc., etc. 
 It must have three layers and be quilted and bound. 
 It must have a label with your name and the title of the quilt. 
 The quilt must have a hanging sleeve. 
 The quilt should measure no more than 100 inches around the perimeter. 
 Quilts must be finished by the December 2026 meeting. 
 Turn them in to Nancy Landon. 
 And they must be in a cloth bag or pillowcase to protect them. 

 
 
Programs 
 
I wanted to send a friendly reminder that Lisa Ellis' workshop is Thursday, May 14th and it will be from 9-
3:30pm  at Cathey’s Down The Block. 5851 E Speedway Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85712. Please park around the corner, not 
in front. 
 
The supply list is on page 3 of this newsletter and on the website. Don’t forget to bring a lunch and drinks. If you have any 
questions I will be at the guild meeting on Wednesday or you can give me a call at: 520-906-5905 or email. We have 5 
spaces left (end of April) so if you know someone interested please have them sign up. 
 
Thank you, and I’m looking forward to seeing all the Cathedral Windows you create. 

This is from Lisa: 
 
For the students taking the workshop: 
 
1. We need the walking foot for the entire workshop. So have everyone bring it. (In the past, people thought 
it just for quilting and they didn’t think they would get that far so they left it at home. We are using it for 
piecing). 
 
2. If people have small irons, that can be useful.  
 
3. If they wish to pre-cut some of their fabric into 2.5” squares, that can save some time at the beginning to 
get started. 

 
 Kelly Godbout 
 

GUILD NEWS 
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“There’s no business like show business!” That’s not Ethel Merman belting out a song, it’s me inviting you to join the 
party and become part of the show committee!  

Please come to a quilt show meeting and see how the quilt show is put together.  We meet immediately after the 
monthly guild meetings in the Rainbow Room next to Harmony Hall, where workshops are held. We need your ideas, 
your enthusiasm, and your willingness to help with the show. 
• If you preordered a 50 Fabulous Years t-shirt, it’s here. If you didn’t order one, there are a few leftover ones. 

Come by the Quilt Fiesta table at the meeting. 
• If you enjoyed the Desert Vista Challenge at the show, there are a few digital panels left ($12 each). 

 
Looking forward to another great show next year! February 25 – 27, 2027. 
Helen 
 
 
 

 
 

 
May 2026 

 
We had a fabulous time at the 50th Quilt Fiesta!  Thank you for your generosity.  
Several quilts were donated after the Quilt Show, and we need more for our cause! We 
want “guy” quilts and quilts with a Southwest, University of Arizona, and nature 

theme.  Table runners or toppers, small wall hangings and baby quilts are always welcome to continue our Cause of 
fighting breast and gynecologic cancers. Our contact information and the donation form are on the website, and we will 
arrange to get the quilts from you. Quiltforacause.org 
 
Quilt for a Cause will be at the Tucson Botanical Gardens again mid June through August. We will be donating to five 
groups again in early September. 
  

QUILT FIESTA  

Quilt Fiesta 2027 
February 25-27, 2021 

Thursday, Friday & Saturday 

QUILT FOR A CAUSE  
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SQS – The Small Quilt Sale takes your donated Lamentables – orphan blocks, UFO’s, Vintage Blocks, etc.… 
and our members create the most amazing lovelies from your donations! Thank you! 
 
Also, many art quilters donate their monthly challenges, we thank them, too! 
  
This month we’d like to send a huge shout-out and thank you to Rhonda Borders! Hi Rhonda! 
Rhonda has already donated 16 absolutely amazing small quilts just since March!  
 
Please be thinking of worthy Charities that you would like to nominate for our 2027 SQS Charities.  
You can send your suggestions to bnLfutch@msn.com, or add your suggestion to the clipboard which will be circulating 
at the next few Guild Meetings. 
  
Donations of Lamentables are always accepted, and donations of completed SQS Quilts for the 2027 Fiesta Quilt Show 
SQS (which we try to limit to about 120” in perimeter) are accepted right up until Feb 2027!  
 
We are so excited to see what you will create!  
The 2026 SQS Charites were:  KXCI & Friends of Aphasia – they will be invited to the May Guild meeting the receive 
their checks.  
 
Thank you for supporting these community organizations! 
  

SMALL QUILT SALES 
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Happy Birthday to our members born in May…… 
  

QUILTING FOR OTHERS  
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What will You Make? Announcements 
 
 

Thank you Quilters for coming to the April workday you knocked out of the park! 
 
At our monthly WWYM? workdays we are now preparing for Quilt Fiesta 2027.  At the May 19th workday we will be 
using the AccuQuilt cutter to process width of fabric scraps for jelly rolls, prepping fabric for fat quarters and folding the 
fat quarters and will have a couple of bins of fabric donations to sort through. 
We have sit down jobs if that is what you need. 
 
We are still interested in finding someone interested in creating button jars.  You can do this at home, on your own time 
schedule. We have jars, we have buttons, we have ribbon……. anyone interested?  Let Shawna or Beverly know! 
 
What Will You Make? workdays are the 3rd Tuesday of the month, mark your calendars!   
The next What Will You Make? workday will be  
Tuesday May 19th, 2026.  
Shawna and I will be at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church at 9:00 am to Noon, you can come for any amount of time that 
works for your schedule.  Doors open at 9:00 am. 
 
 
WHERE 
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church 
1200 N Campbell Ave. 
enter the parking lot off Mabel St 
We will be in the Activity Building, in the southeast corner of 
the parking area, see the map. 
 
We have sit down jobs if that is what you need. 
 
Your help is so very appreciated! 
 
Come join the fun and meet new friends! 
 
Questions?  
Contact  
Beverly (delft54@cox.net or 520-820-7484) or  
Shawna (wallisms@gmail.com or 520-484-5591)  
 

  

WWYM?  
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Bee Groups and Newly formed Bee 
Groups . . .have spaces waiting for you to join in the quilting/ stitching,  
conversations and laughter. A few Bees have space for you and a friend or two:  Far 
Eastside Bee that meets at Palma’s Studio is ready to welcome you on your quilting 
adventure. Gather at Palmas the first Tuesday of November 7, 2023 at 1:00PM, 548 E 

Drawdown Trail, Corona De Tucson. Looking forward to seeing you at Palma’s Studio an awesome location 
and view of the mountians.  
 
The Westside Bee meets the third Tuesday from 6:00PM-8:30PM at the Catus Quilt Shop, 6032 Oracle Rd. 
More information at the Welcome table – stop by and see Joyce with any questions or talk with Palma Davis, 
Far East Side Bee Host or Betty Jordon WestSide Bee Host.  

 
ALL LISTED BEES ARE OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
 
 
EASTSIDE BEE  
Vicki Moore 
748-7219, 241-7290 Ask Vicki 
for location 1st Thursday, 6:30 PM 
 
NORTHEAST 9 PATCHERS 
Janice Jones  
tomjan620@msn.com  
 
PACIFIC RIM QUILTING B 
Contact: Kathryn Wald (kathrynwald@yahoo.com)  & Saw Peng Laracuente (sp1602@hotmail.com) 

      Where: The Quilt Basket, 6538 E. Tanque Verde #130; 1st Tuesday, 10 am. 
 
EAGLE WINGS QOV BEE 
Char Gasker 
cgasker@gmail.com   
8421 Broadway Blvd. 
at Quality Quilters 
4th Thursday of the month  
 
ART QUILTERS: 
Karen Fisher—520-360-9600  
7820 E. Broadway—SW corner of Broadway and Pantano  
3rd Wed. of month 10 am — Noon 
 
BROADWAY BEEZ: 
Contact: Claudia Rickel, 520-544-9436 (home) 
crickel07@gmail.com 
The 3rd Friday Eastside Daytime Bee 10:00-2:00 at Quality Quilterz, 8421 E Broadway Blvd, Tucson 
 
 
ALL LISTED BEES ARE OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
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ALL LISTED BEES ARE OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
 
 
MONDAY NIGHT QUILTERS:  
Marie Morris 520- 403-6208 
520-623-0123 
 
NORTH OF THE BORDER: 
Mary Anne Strauss  
520-429-1340 
Call for specific location info (general location is Green Valley) 
Every Thursday - 9:30 AM — Noon 
Open to new members 
 
NU-BEEs 
Contact : Joyce Holley 816-223-4454 

1) Westside Nighttime Bee The 3rd Tuesday 5:00 to 7:30  Cactus Quilt Shop 6032 N Oracle, Tucson.  

2) Far Eastside NU Bee The 1st Tuesday starts 1:00 pm 
Studio and location of Tucson Quilting Retreats of Palma Davis at 548 E Drawdown Trail, Corona de 
Tucson, AZ 85641 
 
SOUTHEAST BEE 
Going forward, we will meet the 4th Thursday of the month from 10-2 at the Esmond Loop Library on Mary 
Ann Cleveland. Contact Marilyn Hendricks (bbcody1951@outlook.com) or Pamela Golliet 
(sonoranskyquilting@gmail.com) for exact dates and information.  
 
NORTHWEST STRIPPERS 
Meets in members homes the first Thursday of the month from 3 pm to 5 pm. Contact June Vance at 520 
744-2391 

Library Bee 
Meets at the Guild Library at Unity at 10 am on the 4th Wednesday of the month. Contact Nancy Landon at 
520-429-0788. 

BEE KEEPER 
For more information about any of the Bees listed or how to start you own bee, please contact our 
personal bee- keeper. 
Karen Fisher, bees@tucsonquiltersguild.com 

        
ALL LISTED BEES ARE OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
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President Nancy Landon 

Vice President Joyce Holley    

Recording Secretary Joline Albaugh    

Corresponding Secretary Sandy Schuster 

Treasurer Mimi Pollow     

Membership Pamela Golliet   

Programs Directors Kelly Godbout and Kimberly Zody   

Bee Keeper Karen Fisher    

2026 Quilt Show Director Helen Frost    

2026 Quilt Show Co-Director Lynn Rubel    

Historian Joyce Harrison   

Hospitality Francie McMillan    

Library Janet Chumbley   

Newsletter Peg Clampet   

Pattern of the Month   

Quilt-a-Thon Kate Verbecke & Kathie Miller    

Quilting for Others Kate Verbecke & Kathie Miller 

Technology    

Website Kathy Barton   
 

We CAN HELP GROW YOUR QUILT BUSINESS. Advertise with us. 
Do You Operate a Quilting Related Business? We are pleased to offer advertising as a member benefit. Your listing will 
appear on our website under Resources > Quilt Services. The Board receives questions from the general public through 
our website asking for information on local longarm quilters, sewing machine maintenance, or other quilting related 
products. If you would like to be added to this page on our website, please send an EMAIL to me at 
website@tucsonquiltersguild.com  Include the following information: Business Name Service/Product that you Offer; 
Website; EMAIL; and/or Phone Number. This opportunity is open to MEMBERS ONLY. But if you know of someone 
who might also want to be included, they are certainly welcome to join the Guild for just $50 a year and we will be happy 
to advertise for them.   –Kathy Barton – Webmaster 

 

 PLACE YOUR AD IN OUR NEWSLETTER 
 

Do you have a sewing machine or other quilting accessories you would like to sell? 
Members: $5/ad, for quilting ad/sewing related items. 

Do you have a quilting service you provide? Quilt related business/service: 
Business Card– 3.5” x 2” (Horizontal or Vertical) $10/issue 

1/4 Page Ad—4.25” w x 5.5” h $15/issue 
1/2 Page Ad—8.5” w x 5.5” h (horizontal) 1/2 Page Ad 4.25” w x 11” h (vertical) $30/issue 

Full-Page Ad 8.5” x 11” $60/issue 
Non-members should add $5 per category. 

For additional information and/or to reserve space in the next newsletter, please contact the newsletter editor at 
newsletter@tucsonquiltersguild.com . Send checks to the TQG Treasurer at P.O. Box 14454, Tucson, AZ 85732 
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The mission of the Tucson Quilters Guild is to perpetuate the art of quilting, encourage the practice of quilting, 
and to stimulate interest in the art form. 

Who: All members 

What: Business Meeting: First Wednesday of every month in Church Classroom 

General Meetings: Second Wednesday of the month in the Church Sanctuary 

When: Business Meeting: 9:30 AM ~ 10:30 AM 

General Meetings:  Wednesday Morning – 9:30 AM ~ 12:00 PM 

Library Bee: 4th Wednesday at 10 am 

Where:          

General Meetings at: 

Unity of Tucson 

3617 N Camino Blanco  

(off River Road between Swan and Craycroft) 

(How): 

Parking 

Large, paved parking area with some Handicapped Parking. There is also a gravel parking area 
– please be careful with plantings and large rocks. 

There are sidewalks to the building – take care as the planted areas may be several inches lower 
than the sidewalks 

 

Why: Come to get involved with all aspects of the Guild, to make new friends, learn new quilting 
skills, share, and most of all, to have FUN. 

Cost: Members: $50 / year  (Due in January) 

  

Please remember to be kind to fellow members 
with allergies to scents and perfumes. Please 
attend the meetings fragrance/ perfume free. It 
means that another member can attend. 

 Due to copyright concerns, photos may be taken before the 
meetings, during the breaks, and after meetings. 

No photography or videos are permitted during the guest 
speaker presentations. 

   

Submission deadline for the next newsletter is 
the 20th of the month. 

Please send your articles/ads to the Newsletter 
Editor at newsletter@tucsonquiltersguild.com   

 Please silence your phone during the meetings. Use the Do Not 
Disturb (DND) function on your phone or go to Google Play or 
Apple App Store to find a program to temporarily hush the 
phone.  

TUCSON QUILTERS GUILD BASICS 
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 TQG BLOCK of the MONTH 
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