Pattern of the Month - January 2015
By Evelyn George

Charm Quilts

By definition, a charm quilt has many patches, each cut from a different
fabric. Traditionally, quilters have traded "charms” of fabric with their
friends, in order to have enough different ones -- a thousand or more
might be needed to make a big quilt. Today we have a tremendous
selection of fabric, so it's easy to collect a variety, and even buy sets of
pre-cut squares or other shapes, if we wish. And it'’s still fun to swap!

Its those unexpected colors and patterns that make a charm quilt so

interesting.

Choosing a pattern -Almost any quilt pattern could be used o make a charm
quilt, as long as each separate piece of fabric is different from the
rest. But simple patterns work better than others. One-patch
designs are especially suitable; these include Square, Rectangle,
Triangle, Diamond, Hexagon, House and other tessellating shapes.
A charm shape is typically repeated in just one size, but some, such as squares, can be
repeated in several different sizes that fit Together in sets or blocks. s
Hexagons have been used by quilters for over Two hundred years -in the 1800's they
were popular for charm and scrap quilts; the design was called "Honeycomb” or
“Mosaic.” They were stitched by hand, and we still enjoy hand plecmg Them 'roday

~ Curved piecing, usually done by hand, makes it easy to
create such patterns as Drunkard's Path or Apple Core.
But many simple charms can be pieced by machine, such
as Tumbler, Diamond, Square and Triangle.

Some applique patterns could be converted into charm quilts, if
no fabric is repeated (for example, each petal and leaf is
different). Inany paftern, the secret to using charms is to sort
them by value, using lights, mediums, and darks in appropriate
places to make the design show up. This could be quite a
challenge, and results unpredictable, but certainly not boring!

Templates -Durable acrylic templates are available for purchase in a variety of

shapes suitable for charm quilts. Just as in any pieced quilt, seam allowances must be added to the
charm shapes in order for them to fit together properly. If the template already includes seam
allowances, possibly it can be rotary cut. If the template does not include seam allowances, you need to
draw around it onto the wrong side of the fabric, and add 3" seam allowances when you cut it out.
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Keep the template and the cut charms stacked Together ina closed container until you have enough to



